FERERR
Undergraduate
Courses

uo19

1Credit

FHEERRRRERBEFIEY

Hokkaido Summer Institute Managing Section,

Student Exchange Division,
Academic Affairs Department,
Hokkaido University

LS bEEoBA - HeREAM

Introduction to Arctic natural and social sciences

8.19 Thu. - 8.20 Fri.
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This introductory interdisciplinary course will help deepen
your understanding of events you see on the news.
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Yasushi Fukamachi, Professor / Director
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Professor Yasushi Fukamachi says the heavy snowfall that has hit
various parts of Japan in recent years is due to changes in ice in
the Arctic Ocean. In fact, Hokkaido University leads polar research
in Japan. In the world and in Japan, there is something that can
only be learned here

Are you aware of the decisive difference between the North Pole
and the South Pole? That difference is that ordinary people live in
the Arctic region. In the magnificent landscape of snow and ice,
which is not much different from Antarctica, there are people who
work in supermarkets and government offices as well as
indigenous peoples who hunt. Drastic climate change in recent
years has transformed Arctic society. At the same time, as the
feasibility of underground resources increases, the world is
showing keen interest in the region.

However, since changes such as the decrease in ice in the Arctic
region significantly impact the entire planet, the achievement of
SDGs in this region is crucial. Therefore, research on the Arctic
region requires a comprehensive approach that integrates
humanities and sciences, including sociology, politics, and
ethnology as well as oceanography and meteorology.

This course is provided in an omnibus format that includes two
humanities frames to help deepen your understanding of what you
see on the news. It is designated as an undergraduate level
course that both undergraduate and graduate students can take.
The course has also been attended by Finnish and Australian
students, who are more familiar with problems in polar regions,
and has been highly acclaimed by prominent Alaskan researchers
who have visited the University over the past few years.

The course allows students to renew their awareness that no time
should be wasted in tackling environmental problems. | hope that
students will sense that the Arctic region is the frontier of the next
generation through this global course integrating humanities and
sciences.
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New Discovery
beyond disciplines and language

from over 150 courses.

Hokkaido Summer Institute (HSI) is an international summer school
taken place at the pleasant green campus of Hokkaido University.
Any Hokkaido University student can take HSI courses, and it is an
opportunity to study with overseas students.

Select courses that go beyond existing frameworks and specialties.
Let's meet new people and have an awareness beyond intercultural

communication!
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Hoping to excite not only students but also
faculty and artists involved
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Lecturer Hyunjung Park is the only faculty member at Hokkaido
University who specializes in art work production. Based on the
concept of “Hokkaido = Forest,” she is creating opportunities for
students to think about and learn from both art and research. She
shared with us the appeal of the subject

| focus on content that only Hokkaido University can provide.

With my interest as the axis, | came up with the global theme of
“Hokkaido = Forest” when | thought about science and art in
Hokkaido. The theme of the first year was “trees.” We walked
through the research forest with researchers from Hokkaido
University, designers invited from South Korea, and
photographers, and learned about both research and art. In the
second year, under the theme of “leather,” we learned from
researchers who study Hokkaido Sika deer and wild animals and
craftsmen who use deer hide as well as observed the tanning
process at the leather crafts room of Hokkaido University. We also
practiced grilling and eating venison. The theme for the third year
was “data.” While interacting online with Polish media artists, we
learned by connecting media art with forests. At the end of each
year, students created works based on that year's theme.

This time, with the theme of “glass,” we will connect research on
earthquakes and volcanoes conducted at Hokkaido University with
glass crafts and art. Participating artist AKI INOMATA is creating a
series of works in which a city-shaped shell made using a 3D
printer is handed over to a hermit crab to live in. It is interesting to
discover what we can think and learn about through something as
transparent as glass in this course. | hope students will realize that
there are various perspectives in the world. To that end, | make an
effort to ask students what they think. There are various artists, and
researchers also have a variety of perspectives. International
students and overseas students who participate in the course
through HSI also exhibit different perspectives and ways of
thinking. Through that experience, students will realize that they
can have various perspectives, which will surely be an excellent
stimulus for carrying out research in specialized fields.

| take on the challenge of this course so that students, faculty,
artists, and everyone involved will be excited. Let's enjoy this
course together!
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You don't have to be fluent in English
Communicate with people from other cultures who speak
different languages
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We asked Professor Hirofumi Kato what Hokkaido University
students can learn from engaging in discussions with overseas
researchers and students in Hokkaido about issues faced by
indigenous peoples around the world with reference to mutual
cases

Today, it is said that a total of 300 million indigenous peoples live
in 70 countries. We must be aware that the issues of indigenous
peoples, including the Ainu, are not tied to a specific area but are
instead a very global theme.

This course is offered every year with the participation of
researchers from Canada and Sweden, where indigenous peoples
such as Indigenous Canadians and Saami live, and where
discussions and research on them are advancing. The course
attracts students from China, Taiwan, Southeast Asia, Oxford,
Sorbonne and elsewhere around the world, providing a valuable
opportunity for those of us living in a land where indigenous
peoples live as in North America and Northern Europe to study
with them about indigenous peoples.

In Part |, we learn about the overall theme from a comprehensive
perspective as an introduction. Then, in Part Il, we learn about
historical landscapes and perspectives on indigenous cultural
heritage in Biratori Town, where many Ainu people live and efforts
are being made on Ainu policy related to crafts and cultural
promotion at the municipal level.

Many students may think there is no need to study this because it
is far removed from their specialties. However, physics and
mathematics, for instance, are essentially philosophies, and
medicine requires ethics. On the contrary, literature and languages
require algorithms. The system of knowledge is connected. You
need to think outside the box. Learning at university happens when
you break from preconceived ideas and question established
theories. The perspective of understanding diversity acquired
through this course will lead to new discoveries in your field of
specialization. Many students may feel that taking a course in
English is a hurdle, but once the course starts, they will never be
evaluated by their English proficiency. What is important in this
course is what you feel and how you think throughout the course;
it's not about your English ability, but rather the content. | hope that
students will realize the joy of learning with students and faculty
from overseas through this program.



